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Reading Extended-Response Scoring Rubric

Readers identify important information found explicitly and implicitly in the text. Readers use this 
information to interpret the text and/or make connections to other situations or contexts through analysis, 
evaluation, or comparison/contrast. A student-friendly version of this extended-response rubric is available 
online at www.isbe.net/assessment/reading.htm.

Score Criteria

4

• Reader demonstrates an accurate understanding of important information in the text by focusing on the key ideas presented 
explicitly and implicitly. 

• Reader uses information from the text to interpret significant concepts or make connections to other situations or contexts logically 
through analysis, evaluation, inference, or comparison/contrast.

• Reader uses relevant and accurate references; most are specific and fully supported.

• Reader integrates interpretation of the text with text-based support (balanced).

3

• Reader demonstrates an accurate understanding of information in the text by focusing on some key ideas presented explicitly and 
implicitly. 

• Reader uses information from the text to interpret significant concepts or make connections to other situations or contexts logically 
(with some gaps) through analysis, evaluation, inference, or comparison/contrast.

• Reader uses relevant and accurate references; some are specific; some may be general and not fully supported.

• Reader partially integrates interpretation of the text with text-based support.

2

• Reader demonstrates an accurate but limited understanding of the text.

• Reader uses information from the text to make simplistic interpretations of the text without using significant concepts or by making 
only limited connections to other situations or contexts.

• Reader uses irrelevant or limited references.

• Reader generalizes without illustrating key ideas; may have gaps.

1
• Reader demonstrates little or no understanding of the text; may be inaccurate.

• Reader makes little or no interpretation of the text.

• Reader uses no references or the references are inaccurate.

• Reader’s response is insufficient to show that criteria are met.

0 • Reader’s response is absent or does not address the task.

• Reader’s response is insufficient to show that criteria are met. 
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 Grade: 6   Sample: 1 Score: 3



2007 ISAT Grade 6 Sample Book

33IL07-I3-6SB

*Th e response demonstrates an accurate understanding of the passage, but the text references and 
interpretation of the text are not balanced. Th e response makes a connection between the text and 
information outside the passage (the Hurricane Katrina reference), but more specifi c text references are 
needed.

*Th e student needed to more thoroughly explain the events associated with the fi re for this response to 
move beyond a score of 3.
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 Grade: 6   Sample: 2 Score: 4
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*Th e response presents a very clear understanding of the events associated with the fi re. Th e student has 
several specifi c text-based references in the response. After each of the references, the student expands 
beyond and elaborates on each point. By using this technique to answer the question, the student provides 
balance between text-based support and interpretation of the text. In the end, the student draws a 
connection between a personal experience and events described in the passage.

*Th is well-written response, combined with the format used, meets all the requirements for the score point 
of 4.


